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August 16th, 2020 

Twentieth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

 

Scripture Reflection by Father Matthew 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, 
 
‘Jesus’ disciples came and asked him, “Send her away, for she keeps calling out after us.”  He said in reply, “I was sent 
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”’ 
 
I find it very interesting that Jesus is here replying to His disciples, not to the Canaanite woman.  Jesus could seem to 
be agreeing with them and dismissing the woman.  But if we look at Jesus’ words in the Greek of St. Matthew’s Gospel, 
we see a different story. 
 
Jesus says, “I was sent,” which is the same Greek verb from which we get the word apostle.  In other words, Jesus was 
sent for the lost sheep of Israel, and He will send other apostles out to the rest of humanity.  These same disciples ad-
dressed by Jesus in this passage will become His Apostles to all nations.  In the larger context of Matthew 15 as a whole 
chapter, Jesus seems to be rebuking his disciples for their lack of compassion and their parochialism (caring only for 
their own tribe).  He is using a common Rabbinical teaching method to test the Canaanite woman (feigning disinterest 
and quoting Scripture to test her resolve), which they are interrupting.  She is proving herself to be one of the lost 
sheep of Israel by her demonstration of humility and faith in Jesus.  They are proving themselves to be poor students in 
this moment.  For Jesus to compliment the faith of a pagan woman in front of them is a quiet rebuke of their self-
absorption.   
 
The disciples wanted to send her away; Jesus wanted to invite her closer.  They want to be freed of an annoyance; He 
wants to elevate and draw attention to the dignity of a person worthy of love.  Lest we be too harsh toward the disci-
ples, let us recall that many of them would later give their lives to bring the Gospel to foreign lands and peoples.  They 
learned the lesson from this encounter; healthy shame can often steer us in the right direction. 
 
It is the humility and perseverance in prayer of the Canaanite woman that we are meant to emulate.  When God seems 
to be resistant to our prayers, we are called to reexamine our hearts, and if our pleas are honest, humble, and true, to 
persevere in our petitions until we receive the graces we seek.  Likewise, we are to be attentive to the prayers of oth-
ers, regardless of their background.  Converts often make great Saints, given the opportunity.  May we have the com-
passion of Jesus in reaching out to lost sheep, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit to return from our own wanderings.  
 
Peace in Christ,            Today’s Readings:  Is 56:1, 6-7 ;   Rom 11:13-15, 29-32 
Father Matthew Kuhn       Mt 15:21-28 
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Parish news & events 

Scripture Reflection by Deacon Richard J. Quistorff 
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus,  
 
How could Jesus treat this poor woman with such disapproval?  How could He call her a dog?  If we did that today we'd 
be in serious trouble with the law if we spoke in such a way to people of a different race or religion, the public would 
call you a racist.   We have a right to expect better of Jesus.  After all, He was always so welcoming, especially when 
someone appealed to Him for help, as this woman did.   
 
So, what's going on here?  I think Jesus is expertly turning the disapproval that the Jews had for pagans on its head.  
Just before this Gospel message Jesus had been criticized for not obeying the Jewish laws about ritual cleaning.  They 
considered Him to be religiously unclean!  Now He is even more challenging.  He and His disciples had entered pagan 
territory, which was thought to be so defiling that a devoutly religious Jew would shake the dust off His clothing, as a 
sign of his disrespect for that country and its people.   
 
While Jesus and His disciples sought a bit of peace and quiet, a Canaanite woman cried out.  She begged Jesus to cure 
her sick daughter.  Surprisingly, she, a pagan, believed He had that power!  Still even more incredible, this pagan ad-
dressed Jesus as, “Lord” and, “Son of David,” but He ignored her plea for help.  Why?  As with us, He may delay in an-
swering our prayers, because He wants to teach us perseverance.  But the disciples, thinking of themselves, begged 
Jesus to give her what she wanted, so that they could all get a bit of peace!  He answered their request.  I think that 
this shows the value of praying for each other.   
 
When Jesus did turn to her He told her He was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel - not to the likes of her, and that it 
would not be fair to take the children’s (of Israel's) bread  and throw it to the dogs.  By calling them “dogs,” He's again 
testing her faith in Him almost to breaking point.  He's putting her off with the traditional insult of calling her and her 
people dogs.  But perhaps with a touch of humor, by using a word meaning, “house dogs or pet” - not street scaven-
gers.   
 
But Jesus was dealing with a spirited woman!  She was fighting for what was precious to her - her sick daughter.   She 
was smart!   She used what would appear to be an insult to her advantage.  She protested that even the house dogs 
could eat the scraps which fell from the master's table.  Her conclusion – Jesus had to admit no one would be a loser - 
neither the master nor the Jews.   
 
Jesus was not interested in whether or not she observed the laws about ritual washing.  No, He admired her persever-
ance, her deep love for her daughter; above all, He admired her profound faith in Him.  And, so, Jesus answered her 
persistent, loving prayer and healed her daughter.  That pagan woman is a shining example for all of us.   
 
In today's Gospel Jesus has reversed what started out as a traditional offensive, insulting Jewish rejection of a pagan, 
into welcoming one of them with love.  Because His mission would last only a few years He had to concentrate on the 
lost sheep of Israel.  What is more, He must try to convince His people He was fulfilling the promises God had made to 
them – that He was their long-awaited Messiah!  From that powerbase the risen Lord would commission his disciples, 
"…go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spir-
it," (Matt.  28:19).   
 
May God Bless Us All ….    Always!   Isaiah 56:1, 6–7;  Romans 11:13–15, 29-32  
Deacon Richard J. Quistorff    Matthew 15:21–28 

WEDDING BANNS 
The Church of Saint Henry, Perham, wishes to inform the public of the upcoming weddings of: 

 
Keith Friedsam, son of Jim & Coleen Friedsam, and Erin Winter, daughter of Mark & Dawn Winter, to be held 
at the Church of St. Henry on August 29, 2020. 
 
Dylan Dumpprope, son of Kevin & Nicole Dumpprope, and Madison Barthel, daughter of Scott & Kristie 
Barthel, to be held on September 12, 2020. 
 
Inquiries may be directed to Father Matthew or Deacon Randy at the Parish Office. 
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Bulletin Sponsor of the Week 
Our Bulletin Sponsor of the 
Week is Catholic United  
Financial, Becky King, Repre-
sentative.  Thank you for your 
support. Please remember to 
patronize all the advertisers whenever possible. 

Parish news & events 

Congratulations & Welcome 

Ethan Walter 
son of Joshua & Haley Mitchell 

who was baptized at St. Henry 

last weekend 

Free Comet Theatre Movie 
On Monday, August 17th, at 1:00 pm, at the Comet The-
atre, the movie showing will be “Back to the Future” rat-
ed PG.  The movie is free for UCB Summit Card mem-
bers; others pay $6.00.  Pop and popcorn included.  

The Community of Saint Henry  

welcomes our new members 

Wanda Kupferschmid 
-and- 

Roger & Mary Haberman 

May they grow closer to God through 
their experiences here 

We Extend Our  
Deepest Sympathy 

   to the family and friends of  
James Neyens  

-and- 
Mary (Grismer) Aitken  

who passed away recently  

Feeling lost right now? 
Find yourself in God’s Plan of Sheer Goodness 

This fall, the Archbishop Flynn Catechetical Institute will 
offer the two-year Pillars Program livestreamed from the 
Catechetical Institute to the Church of St. Ann’s in Wade-
na on Tuesday evenings, 7:00 pm– 9:00 pm. Students will 
gather at St. Ann's for small groups discussion and to 
watch the presentations. 
 
Taught by some of the best instructors in the Twin Cities, 
such as Bishop Andrew Cozzens, Jeff Cavins, Deacon Joe 
Michalak, Fr. John Klockeman, Dr. Bill Stevenson, Deacon 
Dan Gannon, Christina Smith, Alyssa Bormes, Linda Corri-
gan, and more, the program follows the four pillars of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church and will make sense of 
all things Catholic, deepen your faith, and layout the 
roadmap to heaven.  
 
The classes are divided into four eleven-week modules 
with two Saturday morning formative sessions per mod-
ule. Students can decide early September if they would 
like to take Module I in person at St. Ann’s, or online. Ap-
plications for the Class of St. Anthony of Padua are now 
being accepted through August 24, 2020, for the class 
beginning in September. For more information and an 
application visit, www.CIstudent.com and click on St. 
Ann’s, Wadena, or call (651) 962-5072.  

Holy Father’s August Prayer Intention:  
We pray for all those who work and live from the sea, 
among them sailors, fishermen and their families. 

St. Henry’s Church is now doing  
daily Adoration 5 days a week. 

We invite you to come spend time with Jesus in Adora-

tion anytime you are available. You can stop in for as long 

as you would like, we will have Adoration each week on:  

Mon. 9:00 am-5:00 pm, Tuesdays 8:00 am – Wednesdays 

7:00 am (through the night), Wednesdays 8:00 am-5:00 

pm, Thursdays 8:00 am-5:00 pm, Fridays 8:00 am-12:00 

pm. 
 
Adoration Guardians needed: We try to have 2 guardians 
for each hour the Blessed Sacrament is exposed (there 
always needs to be at least one guardian with Jesus dur-
ing Adoration) and many people have responded to the 
invitation! However, we need adorers for the 2nd time 
slot each of these hours on the following days in  
AUGUST: 
 
Mon. 17th: 2-3pm, 4-5pm  |  Tues. 18th: 1-2pm, 3-4pm, 10

-11pm, 11pm-12am, 12am-1am, 3-4am |  Wed. 18th: 

10am-11am |  Thurs. 20th: 12am-1pm, 2pm-3pm  |  Fri. 

21st: 2pm-3pm, 4pm-5pm  | Tues. 25th: 6-7pm, 7-8pm, 

10pm-11pm, 11pm-12am, 12am-1am, 3-4am  | Thurs. 

27th: 9am-10am, 2pm-3pm | Fri. 28th: 9am-10am, 2pm-

3pm 
 
As a guardian, we ask that you come and stay for the en-
tirety of the hour to which you commit. If you are inter-
ested and able to spend time with Jesus at any of these 
times, please call Debbie at 218-298-4461. 

Congratulations to 
Todd & Heidi Kalina 
who celebrated their  

25th Wedding Anniversary  
on August 12th 

http://www.CIstudent.com
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Parish news & events 

Parish Staff 
Pastor:          Fr. Matthew Kuhn   pastor@st-henrys.org    Em. 218-298-2030 
Deacon/Business Manager:    Deacon Randy Altstadt  deaconrandy@st-henrys.org    Em. 218-457-0925 
Deacon:      Deacon Richard Quistorff   deaconrichard@st-henrys.org  218-346-4163 
Parish Office:            admin@st-henrys.org     218-346-4240 
Business Admin. Assistant:     Ann Koll   finance@st-henrys.org    218-346-4240 
Religious Ed Coordinator:    Lisa Hendrickx  religioused@st-henrys.org     218-346-7030 
Youth Minister:     Lisa Hendrickx  youthministry@st-henrys.org   218-346-7030 
Director of Music & Liturgy:    Michael Mettler  music@st-henrys.org    218-346-7030 
Maintenance:         Joe Byer 
Principal, S.H.A. School:    Jason Smith   sthenryschool@arvig.net   218-346-6190 

St.  Henry’s Area School 
Congratulations to this week’s calendar raffle winners 
August 12-Randy and Peggy Johnson-$50 and August 14-
Derek Riepe-$100. 
 
St. Henry’s Area School is seeking a highly-motivated, kid-
friendly individual to fill the position of Teacher’s Aid.  
This part time position will include but not be limited to 
the following opportunities: student supervision, play-
ground duty, teacher’s assistant, special projects, and 
general assistance at the school.  Successful candidates 
will be available from 9:00 am-2:00 pm.  If interested, fill 
out the application on our website, 
www.sthenrysareaschool.com or contact Jason at the 
school at 346-6190.  Position will be open until filled. 
 
We would like to thank Marjorie Wegscheid for her many 
years of service at St. Henry’s Area School.  We appreci-
ate her dedication and wish her the best in her future 
adventures. 
 
Fall Opening Update:  We are nearing the completion of 
our COVID-19 Preparedness Plan.  It was sent to the Bish-
op this past week, and we await his approval.  Once ap-
proved, we will be able to open by Aug. 31st.  The Prepar-
edness Plan will be posted on our website once ap-
proved.  We are excited to come back to school and will 
be doing everything possible to keep everyone healthy 
and safe.  Thank you for your continued prayers! 
 

Mr. Jason Smith, Principal 
218-346-6190 or sthenryschool@arvig.net 

St. Henry’s Area School provides  
academic excellence while following the  

teachings of  Christ and the Catholic Church. 

Religious Education 
We are transitioning to Family 
Faith Formation in place of our 
normal Religious Education pro-
gram. We are very excited to 

have Family Formation in our parish and we will continue 
this model in our parish indefinitely. Family Formation is 
open to all families at St. Henry’s parish, school and 
homeschool families as well. This program is already per-
fectly set up to allow parents to be the first and foremost 
educators at home with their children, and the lessons 
can be done without any technology if needed. I strongly 
encourage you to register for Family Faith Formation, 
even in the midst of all of the unknowns. Family For-
mation is a phenomenal program to keep your family 
grounded in the Catholic faith in the midst of all of the 
craziness. To register and for an explanation of what 
Family Formation is please visit our parish webpage at 
parishfaith.com/faithformation. Deadline to register is 
Monday, September, 7th.   

Lisa Hendrickx, DRE 
218-346-7030, religioused@st-henrys.org  

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
The Bishop’s Annual Appeal proudly supports respect-for
-life efforts in the diocese, including 40 Days for Life. 
Your generosity helps make this possible. To donate, visit 
www.stcdio.org/annualappeal or mail to: Bishop’s Annu-
al Appeal, PO Box 1538, St. Cloud, MN 56302.  

New Ministry! 
We are looking for people to help sanitize our church 
after the weekend Masses and the 1pm Friday Mass. It’s 
very simple, you just spray and wipe down the pews. The 
ushers have been doing a good job, but we thought they 
might like some scheduled help. Many hands make light 
work! Please contact Michael, if you are interested in 
helping out. 

Michael Mettler, Director of Music & Liturgy 
218-346-7030, music@st-henrys.org  

St. Henry’s Cemetery Cleanup 
The St. Henry’s Cemetery cleanup will be held on Septem-
ber 14th at 5:00 pm.  Please bring your shovels, rakes and 
pry bars.  Any assistance you can give is appreciated.  Re-
freshments will be supplied after.  Thank you! 

http://www.stcdio.org/annualappeal
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Tue, Aug 18, 7:30 AM  Special Intention 
Rosary  Dot Hofland 
Lector Renee Doll 
Sacristan Renee Doll 
 
Wed, Aug 19, 7:30 AM  +Sharon Barclay 
Rosary Elsie Schultz 
Lector  Elsie Schultz 
Sacristan NOT FILLED 
 
Wed, Aug 19, 5:15 PM  +Joe Rutten 
 
Thu, Aug 20, 7:30 AM  +Barb Martodam 
Rosary Carol Doll 
Lector Michael Mettler  
Sacristan Michael Mettler 
 
Fri, Aug 21, 7:30 AM  +Robert Mayer 
Rosary Ardith Altstadt 
Lector NOT FILLED 
Sacristan NOT FILLED 
 
Fri, Aug 21, 1:00 PM   +Bob Sim 
(This Mass is for our at-risk parishioners.  Extra sanitary  
precautions are taken for this Mass.) 

Sat, Aug 22, 5:00 PM  For the People of the Parishes 
Rosary Rosie Altstadt 
Lector Gordon Przybylski 
Body Father Matt Kuhn, Deacon Randy Altstadt 
Ushers Jim & Keith Friedsam, Jeff Fritz, Wayne Lehman 
Sacristan Eileen Lehman 
Music Michael Mettler (sub req.), Tina Grewe 
 
Sat, Aug 22, 8:00 PM (Holy Cross)  45th Wedding Anniversary of 
         Brad & Cindi Koll 
 
Sun, Aug 23, 8:00 AM   Special Intention 
Rosary Joe & Kathy Hemmelgarn 
Lector Mike Schmelz 
Body Father Matt Kuhn, Deacon Randy Altstadt 
Ushers Mike Bleichner, Gene Falk, Joe Johnson, NOT FILLED 
Sacristan Mike & Sue Schmelz 
Music Michael Mettler, Nancy Krueger 
 
Sun, Aug 23, 10:00 AM   +Delores & Gordy Rust 
Rosary Ken Guck 
Lector Denise & Dave Schornack 
Body Father Matt Kuhn, Deacon Randy Altstadt 
Ushers Austin & Gage Aanenson, Roger Altstadt, Adam Holzer 
Sacristan Rich Richter 
Music Isaiah & Jeff Blickenstaff 

Mass & ministry schedule for august 17-23  (as of august 13) 

Collection for August 8th & 9th  
Adult 7,069.00 Youth Offering 2.00 
Plate 1,042.25 Assumption 50.00 
Raffle 1,730.00 Ribs 80.00 
Fall Collection 1,000.00 June Collection 30.00 
Religious Ed 100.00 Votives 50.00 
Rent Income 150.00 Coffee 12.00 
Forever Garden 40.00 Candles 10.00 
Holy Water Bottles 3.00 Memorial 50.00 
Elec. Transfers 2,938.00 Total $14,356.25 

Deacon Randy Altstadt—Parish Administrator  
Average amount needed to meet weekly operation  

of St. Henry for the fiscal year is:  $15,045.00 

Readings for the Week 
Monday: Ez 24:15-23 Mt 19:16-22 
Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10 Mt 19:23-30 
Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11 Mt 20:1-16 
Thursday: Ez 36:23-28 Mt 22:1-14 
Friday:  Ez 37:1-14 Mt 22:34-40 
Saturday: Ez 43:1-7AB Mt 23:1-12 
Sunday: Is 22:19-23 Rom 11:33-36 
  Mt 16:13-20 

New School Capital Campaign Update 

Goal $7,343,900.00 

Pledged $4,739,499.00 

Needed $2,604,401.00 

Received $4,349,730.00 

Pledges Received 08-09 $10,150.00 

Households Contributing 258 

Please Pray For Those  
in need of healing in our parishes:  

Karen Byer, Joel Carlson, Harriet Daiker, Hudson Hen-
drickx, Barb Jarchow, Helene Johnson, Oscar Kawlewski, 
John Ogroske, Lois Porath, Bob Riestenberg, Lowell 
Siebels, Anthony Thompson, JoAnn Tingelstad, Gertie 
Ulschmid, Liam Voss, Gerald Wegscheid & Larry 
Wegscheid  

All military personnel, especially: 
 Martin Ara, Jesus Guajardo, Ed Guck, Greg Hirschey,  
Sandra (Silbernagel) Lagnese, Tanner Neyens, Luke Potts,  
Zoe Potts, Jason Richter, Tanya Robison, Tommy Robison,  
Steven Sundberg and Tyler Van Watermulen 
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                                    130 W. Main St  

                                     Perham 

  

Nick, Katie, Nora, Charlie & Levi Murdock 

218-346-2070 

        HAMMERS 
RENTAL PROPERTIES 

Perham, MN                                 

218-346-3550 

 

 

Open Mon-Sun 
145 W Main St 

Perham, MN 

218-346-2615 

 Ladies & Children’s 

Fashions & Accessories 

 

State Farm Insurance  

411 3rd Ave SE,  Perham, MN 56573 

Bus. 218-346-7855 

Res. 218-346-7342 

               Edward C. Winjum, Agent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 FRANK’S 

AUTO 

BODY 

735 W Main St., Perham 

218-346-3405 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Owners:   

Greg & Tim Schmitz 

218.346.3900 
900 West Main Street 

 

           5:30 am - 3 pm (Mon-Sat) 
            8 am - 2 pm  (Sun)  

 

        136 W. Main St 
       Perham   

         (218) 346-5920 

 

 

CHRIS DECONCINI, CPA 

BRAD HELMEKE, CPA 

218-346-4200 

 

  

  

 

 

 

www.hci-mn.com
 

 

218-346-6200 
Over 38 years of Service 

 FRANK’S 

AUTO 
BODY 

735 W Main St., Perham 
218-346-3405 

Brian Holzer (Owner) 

Preschool to  
6th Grade 

218-346-6190 

Please let the advertisers know you saw their ad in the bulletin.  

FIVE STAR 
STORAGE  

East Industrial Park, Perham 
Secure Location,  

Rodent Deterrent 
Call for your  

inside or secure  
outside storage needs. 

218-346-7925 

Perham Dairy Queen 
802 - 3rd Ave SE 

218-346-4070 

Marc & Mike Winjum 
   U.S. Pat. Off. Am.D.Q. Corp.      Copyright, 1989 Am. D.G. 
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