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November 15th, 2020 

Thirty-Third Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

 

Scripture Reflection by Deacon Richard J. Quistorff 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 
 
There’s an idea about God that we are all used to, and we should get used to it, because in many senses it’s perfectly true, which is 
that God loves and embraces us just as we are.  There are plenty of scripture readings that tell us that, from the Prodigal Son to all 
those meals Jesus ate with sinners, they tell us there is nothing we need to do on this earth to merit God’s love, we have it without 
asking for it, without earning it. And we should believe it, because it tells us that we have a relationship with God that can’t be bro-
ken, no matter how careless or imperfect we are about our end of that relationship. 
 
There are three Sundays this year where we get what you might call some additional information, and after hearing these stories 
we might feel like it’s not so clear that God loves us so unconditionally. Last week, you might remember the gospel was the one 
about the foolish bridesmaids, who had one job, and didn’t do it, and were left outside the wedding feast what looked like perma-
nently. Next week, we’ll hear about the last judgment, and it turns out maybe there are some simple questions asked there that 
we may not be able to give good answers to. And today, we hear the parable of the talents, people like us with huge sums of mon-
ey given them to invest, and at the end there’s quite literally an accounting, and one player who was afraid to play the game 
doesn’t just lose, but loses everything. 
 
What does this gospel story of the three servants and their talents tell us about God? It doesn’t sound much like a Jesus story, does 
it? A literal competition with two winners and one loser? It doesn’t seem like the same Jesus who says that his yoke is easy and his 
burden is light. But really what Jesus is saying in this parable is a logical extension of our not needing to earn God ’s love, of our 
being loved unconditionally, because what we see here is Jesus telling a story that asks why we don’t act like we know that God 
loves us. Because that unconditional love is not an excuse for us to do nothing in this life.  Instead, it is a reason to be willing to try 
anything. 
 
The fact is, while God might love us and embrace us the way we are, we have very strong evidence from the scriptures that God is 
not satisfied with the condition of this world. In case you haven’t noticed, it’s not good. 
 Look around us.  
 
You see inequality among people even in wealthy nations, shocking neglect, and indifference to people who have lost homes and 
countries, lack of care for the resources and environment God gave us, religious suspicion and hatred everywhere. Read through 
the Old Testament as well as the New and you’ll see that these are things that God does not accept the way they are, they offend 
God’s sense of what the people God created should experience on this earth. This world should be rebuilt into a new kingdom. But, 
when it comes to building that kingdom, which Jesus told us was the new way to live for all of us, there’s almost nothing we could 
try in the building process that to us doesn’t look very, very risky. 
 
Think of trying to help people in need, even one person. It’s impossible to do that without running the risk of frustration and in-
gratitude and failure; a lot of times it doesn’t work in the way we’d all like it to. 
It’s a risk. 
 
Changing careers or taking on a new project, putting yourself forward more directly at the service of others, means giving up some-
thing you know for something you don’t. 
That’s a risk. 
 
Going out to lobby or work for almost any kind of change is a risk; so often it doesn’t work, at least not the first or the tenth or the 
hundredth time. You can play and lose over and over before you win. 
We’re human, we’d rather have even an unsatisfactory status quo we know than something risky that we don’t. But that makes us 
like the last servant in this story, burying his money in the ground because it’s safe there. He won’t lose. And yet in a way he’s bur-
ying himself alive. Without risk, says this gospel, not much good can happen for anyone. 
We’re being pushed a little hard in this gospel to worry less about what we might lose in life, and to set our eyes on what we could 
win, if only we allowed ourselves to feel God’s love for us, if only we could see the safety net that is actually underneath us always. 
Today’s gospel is not promising us success in everything, but that the risk of trying to put God’s gifts to work is better than the fear 
of losing. Never bury a talent. Place a bet with it and see what happens. 
 
May God Bless Us All ….    Always!               Today’s Readings:   PRV 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31;  1 THES 5:1-6  
Deacon Richard J.  Quistorff       MT 25:14-30  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/proverbs/31?10
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1thessalonians/5?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/25?14
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Parish news & events 

Please pray For those in need of healing in our par-
ishes: Debbie Bahls, Sue Baumgart, Karen Byer, Joel Carl-
son, Harriet Daiker, Jeff Fritz, Hudson Hendrickx, Barb Jar-
chow, Helene Johnson, Oscar Kawlewski, Chris Koplin, 
John Ogroske, Lois Porath, Bob Riestenberg, Joan Schmitz, 
Ray Schmitz, Anthony Thompson, Gertie Ulschmid, Liam 
Voss, Gerald Wegscheid & Larry Wegscheid  

All military personnel, especially: 
Martin Ara, Jesus Guajardo, Ed Guck, Greg Hirschey,  
Sandra (Silbernagel) Lagnese, Nicholas Melz, Tanner 
Neyens, Luke Potts, Zoe Potts, Jason Richter, Tanya Robi-
son, Tommy Robison, Steven Sundberg and Tyler Van Wa-
termulen 

Advent Retreat 
With the increase of Covid cases and not to put people 
at risk, the annual Women's Advent Retreat has been 
moved to Lent.  More details will follow as we get closer 
to that time.  I hope you have a blessed Advent. 
Cheryl Prososki 

Thank You 
Thank you to everyone for their prayers, condolences, 
kind words, cards and food at the death of my Father.  
We really appreciate our St Henry and Holy Cross fami-
lies.                                 -Deacon Richard & Jean Quistorff 

SILENT AUCTION BEGINS TODAY!!  HAVE FUN BIDDING!! 
YOU CAN START BIDDING TODAY, Sunday, November 15th, at 8:00 am for our Online Silent Auction. Visit our 

website: https://givergy.us/sthenrysfallauction2020 to view and bid on items.  

On the left hand side of the main auction page, you will see a tab called “Silent Auction Items.” Click that, and 

all of our silent auction items will appear.   To see more about the item, just click the image and a page will 

pop up with additional information.  To bid on an item, just click on the button that  lists the current bid. It 

will then direct you to a bid page, which will confirm your bid. The first time you do this, it will ask for your 

credit card information.  The credit card will not be charged anything unless you win the item(s).  There is an 

opportunity to contribute to the Silent Auction.  Click the “Make a Donation” tab on the left hand side of the 

main auction page.  Catholic United Financial will match up to $1,000 to the school to offset the proceeds 

that would have come from the Fish Fries this year. 

If you have any questions, please call the St. Henry’s parish office at 218-346-4240. The auction will end on 

Saturday, November 21st at 3:00 pm.  Please share our fundraiser with your friends and family! 

Christmas Poinsettias and Wreaths 
The Knights of Columbus will be selling poin-
settias. This year, we have a focus and a 
cause, with our profits going to Stanislaus 
Communications. You can place your order 
with any Knight, in the parish office or 

online. The Knights will be taking orders after the Masses 
in the Narthex this weekend. Dates for pick up will be 
December 5th/6th. We ask that you place your order by 
November 30th. You can purchase them for yourself or in 
memorial of a loved one.  If you purchase a memorial, 
the poinsettia will be placed in the sanctuary for Christ-
mas with your loved one’s name listed on an easel.  If you 
have any questions, contact the parish office.  

Our Deepest Condolences  
to Clara Helvig 

as her sister, Mary Ann Vetter, West Fargo 
passed away recently  

and her brother, Tony Weigel, Wishek, ND  
passed away a couple months ago 

What is FORMED.org?? 
If you haven’t checked it out yet, now is the perfect 
time! Formed.org is a subscription-based website that 
our parish gifts to our parishioners. It contains a wealth 
of Catholic resources including MOVIES about saints, our 
faith and more, downloadable E-BOOKS, video-based 
study PROGRAMS to grow in your faith alone or with 
family or friends, AUDIOS to listen to, as well as KIDS 
programming! It is available on the web, via app on your 
mobile device and through Roku, AppleTV and more. 
Because it is subscription-based, you will need to sign up 
for an account to access it. Once you create an account, 
you simply log in to access the content. Go to 
Formed.org and click on ‘Sign Up’ and then ‘Sign up as a 
parishioner’. Enter ‘Perham’ in the search box and click 
on St. Henry. You will need a valid email address you 
have access to in order to sign up and to sign in. This is a 
great gift to help you learn more and grow in your faith, 
please take advantage!  

Holy Father’s November Prayer Intention:  
We pray that the progress of robotics and artificial  
intelligence may always serve humankind. 

https://givergy.us/sthenrysfallauction2020?fbclid=IwAR3Q-6gJLAoKDamY2O6_VJC_c49UfH-zhTHb5w_9z0Lpu14Xr8bqgNo16lI
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Perham Backpack Program 

Making an impact on children  
who struggle with hunger 

 
• Began in 2009-2010 school year with 50 students; in 
2019-2020 school year served 185 students 
• Schools served: Head Start, Kids Adventure, ALC, St. 
Paul’s, St. Henry’s, HOTL, PWMS, and PHS 
• Over 160 backpacks go home with students each  
Friday and double bags on long weekends 
• Food is ordered from the food bank and a piece of fruit, 
cheese stick and snack are added 
• Volunteers pack and deliver bags to schools 
• $144 fills a backpack for 1 child every weekend for a full 
school year 
• Sponsored by Calvary Lutheran, St. Paul’s Lutheran and 
St. Henry’s Catholic churches 
• Funds managed through Calvary Lutheran Church 

Mass & Adoration Updates 
Since winter is already upon us, just a reminder that if we 
should have to cancel Mass or adoration due to the 
weather (or for any other reason), we will update you via 
the website, Facebook, myParish App, Twitter and Insta-
gram.  You can find our links at the bottom of the bulletin 
pages. 

Update on Improvements for Video Masses 
Our plan to help improve the quality of our video Masses 
is underway! We have raised $2,300 which has allowed 
us to get a 4K camcorder with accessories. We would also 
like to replace our mounted camera, but we need to raise 
about $6,150 to accomplish that. If you would like to 
make a donation towards improving the quality of our 
video Masses, please contact the parish office to find out 
how you can make a difference. If you would like to find 
out more details about our plans, you can call Michael at 
218-346-7030 or email  him at music@st-henrys.org. 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, 

I want to use this space in the bulletin this week to express my heartfelt gratitude to both our parish communities.   

Thank you for the many prayers you have offered for my mother.  She is recovering well—much more quickly than the 
doctors and nurses expected.  She has regained her memory and her sense of humor.  She asked me to thank you for 
all the prayers, and to express her fondness for you.  She looks forward to visiting Perham and Butler again once her 
doctor clears her for travel. 

Thank you also for all your help with my move into the new rectory.  I am now residing at 247 1st Ave SW in Per-
ham.  Special thanks to Deacon Randy for coordinating everything with our utility providers, deliveries, cleaning crew, 
and volunteers.  Thanks to Janel Altstadt and Jennifer Moris for helping to hang pictures and decorate.  Thanks to 
Kathy Hemmelgarn for providing goodies to the crew.  Thanks, as always, to Ann, Michael, and Lisa in the St. Henry’s 
office for their patience as Deacon Randy and I have been occupied elsewhere so frequently these last few 
weeks.  Thanks to the many council members and other volunteers who showed up to clean the new rectory and to 
move everything in. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you!  I am often overwhelmed by the charity of our communities, 
and I am very grateful to be pastor of such fine parishes.  May God bless you richly for the kindness and support you 
have shown. 

Peace in Christ, 
Father Matthew Kuhn 

Coffee & Conversation 
Have you been thinking about putting plans in place?  Do 
you have questions about what information you need, 
what options are available, or how to account for final 
expenses?  Join Denise Fredrickson, Preplanning Special-
ist, and Steve Sheets and Hans Larson, Funeral Directors, 
at Schoeneberger Funeral & Cremation Service on No-
vember 19, 2020 at 2:00 pm for Coffee & Conversation.  
Attendance will be limited.  Please call the funeral home 
at 218-346-5175 to reserve your spot by November 16.  
All who attend must maintain social distancing and wear 
a mask while visiting with others.   

A Message From a 100.3 FM Listener 
A listener to our local Catholic radio station recently de-
scribed the station as a “lifeline” and the radio program-
ming as providing “so much good information about our 
faith from good sources.  It gives me strength and hope, 
and it does the same for so many others who I listen to 
when they call in to the programs that take live callers.” 
If you haven’t yet discovered 100.3 FM, tune in to the 
programming which runs 24/7. If you are already a listen-
er, encourage your friends and family to share in this re-
source for personal faith enrichment and tool for evange-
lization. 

mailto:music@st-henrys.org
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Parish news & events 

Parish Staff 
Pastor:          Fr. Matthew Kuhn   pastor@st-henrys.org    Em. 218-298-2030 
Deacon/Business Manager:    Deacon Randy Altstadt  deaconrandy@st-henrys.org    Em. 218-457-0925 
Deacon:      Deacon Richard Quistorff   deaconrichard@st-henrys.org  218-346-4163 
Parish Office:            admin@st-henrys.org     218-346-4240 
Business Admin. Assistant:     Ann Koll   finance@st-henrys.org    218-346-4240 
Religious Ed Coordinator:    Lisa Hendrickx  religioused@st-henrys.org     218-346-7030 
Youth Minister:     Lisa Hendrickx  youthministry@st-henrys.org   218-346-7030 
Director of Music & Liturgy:    Michael Mettler  music@st-henrys.org    218-346-7030 
Maintenance:         Joe Byer 
Principal, S.H.A. School:    Jason Smith   sthenryschool@arvig.net   218-346-6190 

St.  Henry’s Area School 
Congratulations to this week’s calendar raffle winner, 
Luke Nundahl - Nov. 13-$100 

Thank you to everyone who donated prize money for 
our calendar.  We were able to fill it up.  The calendars 
will head to the printers and will be available soon for 
$50.  Each purchase enters you into the drawing for the 
prize money, and you can win multiple times.  Thank 
you for your support! 

We are currently looking for janitorial substitutes for 
this school year.  Duties would include cleaning, mainte-
nance, light shoveling, mopping, sweeping, etc.  Pay is 
$11.00 per hour.  Give me a call at 346-6190 if you are 
interested in filling in when needed. 

Thank you to all who are offering up prayers for our 
school.  We are so excited that we have continued to be 
in school with the kids!! 

Mr. Jason Smith, Principal 
218-346-6190 or sthenryschool@arvig.net 

St. Henry’s Area School provides  
academic excellence while following the  

teachings of  Christ and the Catholic Church. 

Confirmation: Anyone who is receiving their Confirma-
tion this year, is required to be at the Confirmation Re-
treat next Sunday, Nov. 22nd from 10:00am-5:00pm. A 
retreat is a requirement for confirmation, so if your child 
is unable to make this retreat, you must let Lisa know 
and find another retreat that qualifies.  

Faith Formation: This week 7th-12th graders have Faith 
Formation on Wednesday, our topic this week is on the 
Spiritual and Corporal works of Mercy. Anyone in our 
parish is welcome to come listen to this talk from 6:00pm
-6:30pm. 

If anyone would like to donate any prepackaged snacks 
for faith formation or for our upcoming Confirmation 
retreat – we will have a variety of snacks available for the 
Confirmation students and for the faith formation stu-
dents, any snacks in any quantity are welcome, as long as 
they are professionally packaged. You can drop them off 
at any time in the Church office.  

Lisa Hendrickx, DRE 
218-346-7030, religioused@st-henrys.org  

Now is the Time!! 
If you are thinking about being an accompanist at St. 

Henry, now is the perfect time to start! For this coming 

schedule, we only have two accompanists.  There will be 

less people at Mass to make you nervous! We pay $50 

per Mass. Masses included are the Saturday 5:00 pm 

Mass, Sunday 8:00 am & 10:00 am Masses, and other 

special liturgies. Michael is willing to help any nerves by 

1. Scheduling musicians in the Choir Loft. 2. Getting the 

music ready as early as you need it. 3. Playing organ while 

you play piano until you are more comfortable. Contact 

him at the parish office (218-346-7030), if you are inter-

ested. 

Free Comet Theatre Movie 
On Monday, November 16th, at 1:00 pm, at the Comet 
Theatre, the movie showing will be “Honest Thief” rated 
PG-13.  The movie is free for UCB Summit Card members; 
others pay $6.00.  Pop and popcorn included.  

2021 Marriage Prep Course Weekend 
The Marriage Prep Course weekend will be held at St. 
Henry’s Church on January 29th & 30th, 2021.  The fee is 
$175.00 per couple.  For more information, or to register, 
please contact the Parish Office for a registration form.  

Can You Help? 
Volunteers are needed to serve on the decorating com-
mittee to help decorate for Christmas.  If you would be 
interested, please contact Karen Hammers at 218-346-
3743 or Marlene Johnson at 218-346-5458. 
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Tue, Nov 17, 8:45 AM (School Mass)  +Don Niccum 
Rosary Dot Hofland 
Lector NOT FILLED 
Sacristan Pam Guck 
 
Wed, Nov 18, 5:15 PM (Holy Cross)  Christian Mothers 
 
Wed, Nov 18, 7:00 PM (Religious Ed Mass)  +Lorraine Pearce 
Body Jasmine Goeden 
Sacristan NOT FILLED 
 
Thu, Nov 19, 8:45 AM (School Mass)  +Henry “Bud” Johnson 
Rosary Carol Doll 
Sacristan Pam Guck 
 
Fri, Nov 20, 7:00 AM  +Vernon Januszewski 
Rosary Ardith Altstadt 
Lector Elsie Schultz 
Sacristan Pam Guck 
 
 

Fri, Nov 20, 1:00 PM  Special Intention 
(This Mass is for our at-risk parishioners.  Extra sanitary  
precautions are taken for this Mass.) 
Rosary NOT FILLED 
Lector NOT FILLED 
Sacristan NOT FILLED 
Sanitizers 2 NOT FILLED 
 
Sat, Nov 21, 5:00 PM  +Dennis Mitchell 
Rosary Joyce Wegscheid (sub req.) 
Lector Kari Richter 
Body Father Matt Kuhn, Deacon Randy Altstadt 
Ushers Jim Hendrickson, Wayne Lehman, Jerry Moris 
Sacristan Don & Pat Hendrickx 
Music Isaiah Blickenstaff, Karla Bell 
Sanitizers Sue Wagner, 2 NOT FILLED 
 
Sat, Nov 21, 8:00 PM (Holy Cross)  +Bruce Hendrickx 
 
Sun, Nov 22, 8:00 AM  For the People of the Parishes 
Rosary Joe & Kathy Hemmelgarn 
Lector Mike Schmelz 
Body Father Matt Kuhn, Deacon Randy Altstadt 
Ushers Mike Bleichner, Joe Byer, Andy Hendrickx 
Sacristan Mike & Sue Schmelz 
Music Gina Cavanagh, Nancy Krueger 
Sanitizers 3 NOT FILLED 
 
Sun, Nov 22, 10:00 AM  +Richard Lillis 
Rosary Alan Schumacher 
Lector Dave & Denise Schornack 
Body Father Matt Kuhn, Deacon Randy Altstadt 
Ushers      Vance Bachmann, Garry Grewe, Mark Halbakken,  
 Todd Kalina 
Sacristan Renee Doll (sub req.) 
Music Isaiah Blickenstaff, Heidi & Faith Kalina 
Sanitizers 2 NOT FILLED 
 

Michael Mettler, Ministry Scheduler   
346-7030, music@st-henrys.org     

Mass & ministry schedule for November 16-22 (as of November 12) 

Collection for October 31st & November 1st  
Adult $4,876.00 Youth Offering 2.00 
Plate 457.75 Initial Offering 5.00 
Ascension 20.00 Assumption 20.00 
All Saints Day 100.00 Imm. Conception 25.00 
Christmas Flowers 35.00 June Collection 20.00 
Fall Collection 220.00 Votives 110.00 
Faith Formation 250.00 Coffee 24.25 
Candles 25.00 Donations 10,693.68 
Building Improve. 50.00 Bulletin Ads 1,770.00 
Elec. Transfers 3,358.00 Total $22,061.68 

Deacon Randy Altstadt—Parish Administrator  
Average amount needed to meet weekly operation  

of St. Henry for the fiscal year is:  $15,045.00 

Readings for the Week 
Monday: RV 1:1-4; 2:1-5 LK 18:35-43  
Tuesday: RV 3:1-6, 14-22  LK 19:1-10  
Wednesday: RV 4:1-11  LK 19:11-28  
Thursday: RV 5:1-10  LK 19:41-44  
Friday:  RV 10:8-11  LK 19:45-48  
Saturday: RV 11:4-12  LK 20:27-40  
Sunday: EZ 34:11-12, 15-17  
  1 COR 15:20-26, 28  MT 25:31-46  

New School Capital Campaign Update 

Goal Phase II $7,500,000.00 

Goal Phase I  $6,100,000.00 

Pledged $5,401,032.00 

Needed $2,098,968.00 

Received $4,741,497.00 

Pledges Received 11-01 $77,269.00 

Households Contributing 293 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/revelation/1?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/18?35
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/revelation/3?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/19?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/revelation/4?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/19?11
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/revelation/5?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/19?41
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/revelation/10?8
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/19?45
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/revelation/11?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/20?27
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ezekiel/34?11
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/15?20
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/25?31
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                                    130 W. Main St  

                                     Perham 

  

Nick, Katie, Nora, Charlie & Levi Murdock 

218-346-2070 

        HAMMERS 
RENTAL PROPERTIES 

Perham, MN                                 

218-346-3550 

 

 

Open Mon-Sun 
145 W Main St 

Perham, MN 

218-346-2615 

 Ladies & Children’s 

Fashions & Accessories 

 

State Farm Insurance  

411 3rd Ave SE,  Perham, MN 56573 

Bus. 218-346-7855 

Res. 218-346-7342 

               Edward C. Winjum, Agent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 FRANK’S 

AUTO 

BODY 

735 W Main St., Perham 

218-346-3405 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Owners:   

Greg & Tim Schmitz 

218.346.3900 
900 West Main Street 

 

           5:30 am - 3 pm (Mon-Sat) 
            8 am - 2 pm  (Sun)  

 

        136 W. Main St 
       Perham   

         (218) 346-5920 

 

 

CHRIS DECONCINI, CPA 

BRAD HELMEKE, CPA 

218-346-4200 

 

  

 

 

 

 

www.hci-mn.com
 

 

218-346-6200 
Over 38 years of Service 

 FRANK’S 

AUTO 
BODY 

735 W Main St., Perham 
218-346-3405 

Brian Holzer (Owner) 

Preschool to  
6th Grade 

218-346-6190 

Please let the advertisers know you saw their ad in the bulletin.  

FIVE STAR 
STORAGE  

East Industrial Park, Perham 
Secure Location,  

Rodent Deterrent 
Call for your  

inside or secure  
outside storage needs. 

218-346-7925 

Perham Dairy Queen 
802 - 3rd Ave SE 

218-346-4070 

Marc & Mike Winjum 
   U.S. Pat. Off. Am.D.Q. Corp.      Copyright, 1989 Am. D.G. 

 

 


